STONY CREEK FREE LIBRARY MATERIALS POLICIES

INTRODUCTION
The Stony Creek Free Library and its collections exist to meet the informational, educational, and recreational needs of the community in Stony Creek, New York.  The Library provides service and materials to all, regardless of age, gender, sexual orientation, religion, race, disability, socioeconomic status, or any other legally protected status.  The Library’s materials are chosen to meet varied needs of residents who have diverse backgrounds, experiences, beliefs, and worldviews. The items the Library owns are continually evaluated to ensure their quality, diversity, timeliness, and condition.

The Library Board of Trustees and Staff endorse the principles of intellectual freedom as expressed in the American Library Association’s Library Bill of Rights, and contained in the Freedom to Read and Freedom to View statements.
· https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill
· https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomreadstatement
· https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomviewstatement

LIBRARY MATERIALS
The staff will provide materials that help meet its objectives.  Quality, useful content is available in many formats, including traditional books and serials, audiovisual digital, and electronic media. The library staff also evaluates emerging formats in order to add value to the collection. 
 
The Library’s collections are primarily in the English language; however, if requested, we can assist with searching for and requesting books in other languages. 

Materials that are no longer useful in light of the Library’s stated objectives will be systematically removed from the collection according to the Library Weeding Policy.
 
The Library provides free, open, and equitable access to collections for all users and does not encourage or discourage any particular viewpoint.  Selection of materials does not constitute endorsement of the content expressed in those materials. 
 
All library users, including children and young adults, have access to the entire Library collection.  Not all library materials are suitable for all members of the community.  Parents and caregivers are responsible for judging the suitability of materials for minors, and mature library users for themselves.
 
MATERIALS SELECTION PROCESS
The Library Board of Trustees delegates primary responsibility for materials selection to the Director. The Director may, in turn, share responsibility for parts of the collection to qualified staff members. However, all staff members, trustees, and library users may suggest titles for purchase. The collection is user-focused, and these conversations are important indicators of local needs.
 
Stony Creek Free Library collects materials for all ages.  In making selections, staff members use personal knowledge, community conversations, and standard book selection tools, including but not limited to the following:
· Library Journal
· The New York Times Book Review
· Publishers Weekly
· Booklist
· School Library Journal
 
All materials, whether purchased or donated and regardless of format, are subject to one or more of the following considerations:
· Contemporary significance, permanent value, or popular interest
· Public or critical recognition of the author, editor, illustrator, filmmaker, etc.
· Public demand
· Value in relation to existing collection
· Price and availability
·  Local interest
· Representation of varied points of view
· Space and budgetary constraint
· Availability through interlibrary loan

  
WEEDING 
Weeding is the systematic review of every book in the library, assessing for quality, current usefulness, and appearance.  An essential component of collection management, weeding contributes to the effectiveness, reliability, and appearance of the library, as well as revealing areas of the collection that need further development.
 
Materials that are no longer useful will be removed from the collection (weeded). 
 
Books that should be withdrawn from the collection are as follows:
· Outdated contents
· Duplicates
· Lack of use
· Damaged items
· Space needs

Disposal of books will take one of several forms:
· Mend.  Mending may be the only option for out-of-print titles with lasting value.
· Replace, if still in print and desirable as part of the collection.
· Give away or exchange with other libraries.
· Deposit in the Book Nook for the book sale.
· Recycle
 



COMPLAINTS AND CHAIN OF AUTHORITY, and REQUESTS FOR RECONSIDERATION OF LIBRARY MATERIALS
The Library recognizes the right of community residents to question library materials, programs, and services.  The Library will not consider requests submitted by individuals who are not residents of Stony Creek, New York.
 
Completion of a Request for Reconsideration form is required to initiate the process. Completed forms will be submitted to the appropriate member of the professional staff, usually the Director. 
 
All requests for reconsideration are considered confidential.  The Director will attempt to resolve complaints in a respectful and fair manner in light of Library policy and First Amendment rights, and disregarding personal beliefs or values. 
 
The Library reserves the right to discuss a request for reconsideration with a third party such as a Library System Consultant or other authority.
 
In evaluating a Request for Reconsideration, the Director will consider the following:
· Accuracy and currency of content
· Reputation, qualifications, and/or significance of the author, creator, presenter, etc.
· Relevance to the community’s informational and recreational needs and interests
· Availability of similar materials or programs
· Representation of diverse viewpoints
· Artistic, literary, or technical merit
· Appropriateness of material for its intended audience
· Reviews from authoritative sources
· Relevance to the Library’s mission and goals
 
Factors which will not be considered in re-evaluation of material, services, or programs:
· An individual or group’s personal disagreement or feelings of office with the content or its presentation based on their own personal beliefs
· The origin, personal history, and/or views of the author, creator, presenter, etc.
· The fact that the content is controversial, graphic, or explicit, or includes profane language or sexual content
· Content considered inappropriate for children or teenagers that is in the adult sections of the collection, presented as part of an event aimed at adults, or labeled with a rating of PG, PG-13, or R.
 
Evaluation will include the item or program as a whole, not selected sections.  The library will not alter or expunge any section or sections of a work.  No item will be removed from standard shelving and placed in a restricted-access area.  Items that have become missing or lost but that are deemed to be appropriate for the collection will be replaced.  No program will be canceled or item removed or restricted while under reconsideration or because of a complaint.
 
The Director will issue a written response to a complaint.  In all cases, detailed and confidential written records will be kept about all interactions surrounding the complaint.
 
The Director will notify the Board of Trustees and the Southern Adirondack Library System of any challenge to library material or services.




